
 

Many specifications indicate that hollow metal frames are to be grouted solid, even in drywall   
partitions.  We all know by now that we should never place a plaster based material, such as 
STRUCTO-LITE® in the hollow metal frame...However, we should NOT be installing any grout in a 
hollow metal frame when it is going against a drywall partition. The drywall will get damaged, even 
if we install the grout prior to installation.  I have included TWO (2) hollow metal frame references 
that state this information, which is typically referenced in most specifications.  We need to RFI the 
Architect or possibly discuss this concern with them prior to bidding in order to get the specification  
removed from the project scope. 

Corey Zussman, AIA, NCARB - Director of Quality Management 

  We should be reviewing the specifications, typically Section 08000, and if we identify the requirement, 
please discuss or RFI the Architect. 

  We do not need to grout fill the cavity for ANY fire rating. 
  We should be filling the cavity, in an acoustically identified wall, with batt insulation as identified in the 

attached SDI Tech note. 
  We should not be spot grouting the anchors. 
  When discussing or sending an RFI to the Architect, please reference these three documents: 

1. Steel Door Institute Tech Letter 127I-04 (Attached) 
2. ANSI/SDI A250.8-2003; Section 4.2.2 “Frame Installation” 
  “GROUTING SHALL NOT BE USED FOR FRAMES INSTALLED IN DRYWALL WALLS.” 

  If, for any reason, the Architect still wants us to grout fill the frames in a drywall partition, please call 
the Director of Quality Management to draft a letter which will identify the potential concerns. 
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